
The Rambler Writes of Corcoran Gallery of Art
IN hi* narrative .f tl. c0rcorau

mansion, a* the northeast corner
of t oiiunticui avenue and ||

th" Rhm"'1"' enjled the

that' .'i ",'lt**r ,aKt Sunday by saying
'hat he hopes before closing thin
««ne. , fo!low Mr rorroran ,nto

1 rL °f iif*' ,U,f " became
« ilch man. and to t,. f

lom. ."T"' MOrJ Uf »".
I'in* and to touch on the Inception
and distinguished development of the
Corcoran Gallery .f Art." yuotin|r

busine*
" 0,Tn M"ry of

w ,
8 <'ire'r. It "as written last

? unua\ tli.it in i i'J7
. ",,il 1,1 I * J7 he removed

from (Georgetown to Washington and
opened a brokerage office in a small
toreroom on the north will*- of Penn.
pylvania avenue near lr.th street The
"ite of that store and a number of
other lol8 became the site of the
Corcoran building, which for many
Jtais was perhaps the largest office
building in the city. The site of the
building is now occupied bv the Wash¬
ington Hotel. Air. Corcoran tells in
Ins memoir, "a Grandfather's Leg¬
acy, ' that his brokerage business in
the little Stor.j was eminently suc¬
cessful a.d that in Ixan |le removed
to the Hunk of the Metropolis build¬
ing, northeast corner of 1.1th and V
streets, and that in lMu he took into
partnership George W. Itlggs, con¬

tinuing Ihe; business under the tirni
name of Corcoran A RJgg#.
In 1S45 this firm purchased the old

United States Bank, at the north¬
west corner of Uth street a.d Penn¬
sylvania avenue, together with all its
property and "effects uncollected."
The chnrnc/er of the business of the
irrm h.nd gradually* ehVnigefl. ;mtl while
in 1*37 Mr. Corcoran had been known
as, a broker, he s6t>n ca'nle to be
known as n banker, ami in 1X40 the
firm of Corcoran K- Itigjm «as a bank¬
ing rather than a brokerage firm.
One narrative goes that about 1S47
the firm, on its own account, took
nearly all the lo,'uiis made by the
United States.

* * * *

Tn 1S4S George w. Kiggs retired
from the Arm and was succeeded by
"llis younger brother, Klisha. During
that year the firm had on hand about
$12,000,000 of the 0 per cent United
States bonds of 1S4S, and the demand
for them falling off in the United
St a tea. Air. Corcoran sailed for Kurope
to endeavor to place the bonds there.
After much discouragement he suc¬

ceeded in placing $M00,000 with Bar¬
ing Bros. & Co.; George Peabody.
Overend, rturney & Co.: Denison A.
Co., Samuel Jones Lloyd and James

Morrison, this being the first sale of
American government securities made
in Europe since 1X37. The success of
the operation gradually advanced the
bonds to 119',4, thus securing a very
handsome profit for the firm of Cor¬
coran & Itiggs. On April 1. 1Su4. Mr.
Corcoran withdrew from the firm and
the business was continued under the
name of Kiggs & Co- which name was

changed in 1M<C. In that year the

banking house of Itiggs & Co. be¬

came the Kiggs National Hank.
The foregoing faets were gathered

from a sketch of .Air. Corcoran pub¬
lished in J8S7 in the report «f it

"jo|nt splect committee to investigate
the charities and reformatory insti¬

tutions .In.tbe District of Columbia."
The man who wrote that sketch for

incorporation In th* report obtained
some of the faets from "A Grand¬
father's Legacy." which Mr. <*or«*or«n

wrote and dedicated to his grand¬
children In 1S7S. On the flay of the

death of Mr. Corcoran. KrkSay, VVh-

ruary 24, H**. The Kvening Star pub¬
lished a biography of Mr. Corcoran

containing mnnv faetn not given in

^report referred to, and it also
contained a number of statements at

variant-*' with statements in the von-

greasioiial report. From internal
(vMtncc ami from bits of iuforma¬
tion which b*v« otnu* to the lUunbter
juid facts of hi* own knowledge. h«
believe* that The Star's sketch of Mr.

Corcoran wa* accurate. Turning to
the file of The Star for ISC*, the
Rambler reproduce* parts of that
biography ot i|r. Corcoran:

Mr. euiumti** «aaM<«tlMi*
CU.'M Ow mtUt ,f

Mum. im*»t .: the hm%k »f
.IMI after tt» ftlluxr rrfrnwO w .tfc* 4tj
*."*» *rm »f W. mi. t'mnt * is

tie-jigetowii. ia iKm>. «*». ttnej n,> ^ ,

place in at* teat . .*tk. At* r ffciw v*rm
I heat Mr. < '«.«¦!, iMtrn* tl» terrk* .f tite
l.r«»-»i tai-Ja II*' I kllMl Mate*, ih»a it*-*!,*
o|>t*tilU' llw Tnaiwr;. Ml* Ixv.Ynv rt»r»
iTnuglit l.iai ia eaataet with atnj *®-i*l» «r
tlie gcveraawet »th»r rruanmit «.<> mr*l
he »»'*e« their ret,|-1 amt -intM**,*.
tlw Raul! ef Mr 4Vjr
«!»*a TO eoaa.lMkwm »ij U» cw«nmeitt M
¦«H*l«ae ef ttw mltaek.
Hid waieh. mm rW rwMir »f ti*> kaak. tt<»
I nl«M State* «a« ..IU«*» t. iak« .^.f..
tiaa ef It* vlato*. >lr, Crs. a

«peae« a »n*n 111 Iiii* aae tmhtlag emrnb
IMi.lat awt ia IM!7 (Mm* Ik* toaklnf fcouir
*f iVmvm* A R1m*. kt* partner, i;*.^, w
Ilina. teiag .flUla. flrn rart-

aer ofMr. Oriona'a bual-
ae<* «i*ia«<a *n4 hla Cae anmm ^ aggaar-
«».». wen the encSdea-v *f INKtia Kls**. wa*
eatribut»«l capital te tint rem tanltng w,

W. W. Corcoran Probably Began Buying Good Pictures in the '40s,
With the Idea of a Public Collection.When Ground Was Broken

for the Gallery.A Letter Describing Gallery Written in 1874.

TilK FIRST CORCORAN (iA).LESV OF ART.
In the matter of the Arm's partici¬

pation in government financing, The
Star-sato:.

In 18-11, when the government was rrohiii
rfcswd financially, it* income ljeiu;; insufficient
for its needs, "Walter Kominl, then Secretary
of the Treasury, attempted t«» negotiate « loan
abroad, but failed. In this crisis Messrs. Cor¬
coran and Hifffs, through l>*ni» Webster, the*
Secretary or State, offered t« take a govern¬
ment loan of $5,000,600 ai 101. This proposi¬
tion was accepted anil the daring venture,
which astounded the honkers of the country,
proved successful. If it l*nd been otherwtse
th«* whole capital of the young firm would
have been swept away. *1V transaction was

profitable ami it enabled Corcoran and Kiijgs to
r«tabltsh a credit at home and abroad that
was never shaken in the most calamitous limes.
This operation also laid tle» foundation of the
largo forttmc whi<h Xlr. Corcoran acquired ano
which l»e has administered largely as though
it were a trust pla«*ed in his hand's lor the
benefit of his fellow men.
rpon the outbreak »»f tho Mexican war, in

1MH, Kobert J. Walker, then Secretary of the
Treasury, gave to Mr. Oreoran the government
loans to negotia»c. Mr. Oi^-orsn went t i Lon¬
don, upon what was believed by many to be k

h"it*)es» mission. Severn 1 states liad ispudi-
nted their debts and Ac: ritrn securities were

. ,generally regained with «!oufc* and suspicion tn
Kuropean linen »al circle#, .Mr. 0 >rc ?rau was
warmly wc|cei,»ed by George I'cftlfpdy end lite1
Rariijgs. the *peat bank;-its el. London. Mr.
4'-orcerau's manner* an.l financial know

ilte '-ftaflileacr < f (Vrw KmltrUKB. anil
t?>ft*ugh tfrfm i" n«h tn. l<>i to a loan

«f ill II,* V|M>R
ktN return IirtWi ihii auiimrwiH aiifl fiatrlotic
mUttou. *\l>y r-« * "i of Mr. t'.trt'wrau'*
tart, hfcilt >I'<I iivrMWul ijiflii- nee r..u!(*¦« m
Mi<*r«*«fuUy. I* w ff-K-l rM mi «vlatlftn antf
hai(Ml aa th» «f A'<t*r»<-an . r*ttii. Mr.
«Vn«ra» .ft.r thl. w4i' tare* ami for<.ima<»
iii\-mmrun in tVaMiiagfam r»ti «at*t<. At tn*
.ailiw *' 30.IIN) Wit.. i>i)uir.M lay ll>? fviriM
¦aivut tu ike iiivisi.ii «r lit*- "tj. iaiHia, Mi*.
r«roamn nu a lai*r |> t>r-l..»tr. H« ala*
b>iu(ltT wvml r»T«;v atwHt Til. rifj, «l
v-lil'-h. Iiwir. aa Trifi'HaU, haw u 1*1 Jr ulmMc
fr*«-t. hr r»rr a f*w w«r» a#«j tn Oliwblan

*>1| f »¦ Wat.lii actual) t'aiveintty. AimiI Ltr,
Htn-awil. «*. mM a few jrrar> ag« for KCtt.
«W>. lb. <a«tey belax ti>ra*d .vrr tn ttic <'or
«>r» Ar» «;all*r]r.

:> » * *

Vi*itwool. wiik-ti tia.I iiMii i« White
farm atnl latfr th» Hru-kMiiKtc* him,
is now (In MUlhcni part of tli« Su!-
.itves H«n<« {roHiuhi. K«r a (lumber of
Team Mr. «*«rooraii utml it aa (lis um-
inev , kikI Iila cittace m still staiid-
in*. Ttw laat time tlie KamlrVr was
oui tliat *i) llif coltace vac the home
of tl»- < 'itef dairyman of the KoMier*'
BoKie aiMi hi* faiuilv.

'ill; ItamUler .ioes ih>( in mltui
j*ar Mr. <->rc«raii oeriout'y luwd liin
HllrnUoH to tin- coiMiwi of iiaimlnsi
aiwl Htatuar> ami tlie (ih«uis(miwii( of
ai l and artists. lie |>i«haM) Uian'
ljui'itic Kood pk-turea in the 'tfs. When
>ie lad c<t)ieml locetber a cauaMer-
nMr uuaiber of ftalnth«s>> in the Imiw
011 II ativet, tie often tatKed o«r with
his otm friendft l«ts punwre to give
Own i to a puWic galler)' of itrt, ¦¦>.!
iaLrr h« .voi\e«t the ulait *f toui<4inc
h (tiler]' (V»r (lie twUlc Rood. Thin
idea haul taken form before IU>. for
in l?iat je*r he txican tlie eoinstruotlAn
at rite itertlteatf vomer of rennnyl-
v*tiia avenue and IVth nfreel of ih«
ornate r»<l lirtrt b-.itWinc. whleh l>e-
ckire the '^er.-eraii Ga'Wry of Art. Ike

building had not been finished at the
breaking out of the civil war. It was
taken over by the government and be¬
came, and remained for several years
after the war, the quartermaster gen¬
eral's office.
Early in the civil war Mr. Corcoran

went to Europe. preferring, it was
said, a residence abroad during his
later years to remaining in this coun¬
try during tho pi rind of civil strife.
His departure w::n construed by the
wry bitter an<l uncompro'mising
northern element in Washington as an
expression of disfavor toward the
l.'nlon cause. In many ways Mr. Cor¬
coran"* attachments were southern.
His daughter, ],ou!::r Morris Corcoran,
was the wife of t» .or;?o Kurtlc, at one
time a represent iMvo in Congress
from Tunisians, and whose father.
Onorgc Eus'ir, had held many civil of¬
fices under that state, at length be¬
coming 'hief justice of the supreme
court of T<ouislana. tleorge Eustis,
sr., «Ued iti New Orleans, December 22,
1H5S, aged sixty-two. He was the eld¬
est son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Cray)
Eustis of Massachusetts, and was
born i nBoston, October 20, 17M. His
son. George, who married Miss Cor¬
coran. was appointed by the con¬
federacy as secretary «»f legation at
the sac lime John .Slide!! was appoint¬
ed minister to France. After Hie close
of the war Mr. Eustis continued his
residetK.fi In France, and died at his
villa »t Can nee, March 15, 1*72. There
are certain thoughts along these lines
which the Rambler will develop at an¬
other sitting.

* * * *

I', was in ISSS. ten years after the
beginning of the building at 17th and
the Avenue, that the Corcoran Gallery
of Art was created. On May 10, HOT.
the following gentlemen met by in-
\ iiation of Mr. Corcoran in his library
iu Die H street liouae: J. M. Carlisle.
i)r. James C. Hall. George-W. Higgs.
Anthony Hyde. Jamee «!. Berret,
JatiMf C. Kennedy. Henry 1J. Cooke
iuid James C. McOuire of Washington
and W. T. Walters of Baltimore. The
meeting took place at 5 o'clock in the
afternoon. Mr. Corcoran handed to
Mr. Carlisle a letter and Mr. Carlisle
. ailed on Mr. Hyde to read it. This
letter sJiould be of interest to all
Washing ton fans, and to persons
everywhere who are interested in art.
It follows:

WAABI5KY0X, May 10, ISO*.
IffMtlMM*:

It in k»tvn im y«iu Hist llie'kutldiug; at llie
wrtlMat rtiw of IVan»jl*aaia ivnat Had
171 It atrrat aaritaaeat ma draifned l>; aa* fmr
tin eaiuumceBKat of the Mtn art*, aa is indi-
.atrd l<> the d*dl«-etiua upoa Its front.
'IV work was beffua in ll» >*ai- IM aaii

a a* pruaeeuted with tl<* liFartiaeaa naturall}
iK'tdent to turli aa nadertakfas until It wm»
i»it*rroi>i*d I>1 tti» break)ni ant #f the late
civil war. *Im tb* p.itill.' **it*atda led to tke
im atadtat* «ccii»attea af the butMInf far milt
tartr yn^aata. iad « tkaa* «».* H ha* ton If.
¦.M rnr alaea. aettl. Mat aa laatu re.
an¦red k* tke War ItapaManat, i( In akaul io
lip raatared la my paaaaastaa.

It »aa my cUaiiaked awryes* to Itaaa »la<<*d
the niaa«»«<l «ataMfetfcaitui. iwavidt la aH
t(a ariwtataaeaia. la ni««wl«l .yrmtlaa ke
fera aistatlac atwtf it tit* title k? any
fciaaal laatrtiia'at, tut lite yarn tthirk bate

thus passed sway and the Accumulation of
other cares ami duties warn me no longer
to indulge Hie pleasing anticipation.

I have, therefore, not doubting your general
interest iu the subj4*t, taken the liberty of ei-
e< uting to you, an trustee*, a deed, which a
herewith deliver, sufficiently defining the trust*
which 1 ask you to accept.

In additiou to the title to the property itselt
you will observe that the instrument vests In
you for the purposes of the trust the right to
receive the rents, wholly unpaid, for the
period during which it has been occupied by
the government, now nearly eight years, which
will doubt less be adjusted with you in the ab¬
sence of any special agreement .011 fair and
I'lhaps liberal terms.
As ketui as the interior of tlie building shall

have been completed according to the origlitHl
plan* (which will be placed at your disposal),
for which the rents in arrears will more than
suffice, I shall ask you to receive as a nucleus
my own gallery of art. which has been col¬
lected at no inconsiderable pains, and { have
assurances from friends in other cities, whoa*
tastes and liberality have taken this direction,
that they will contribute line works of art from
their respective collections.

I may add that it is my intention to provide
further endowment of the institution in such
manner and to such extent as may be consist-
cut with other objects which claim my atten¬
tion. and I venture to hope that with your kind
co-operation and judicious management we
shall have provided at no distant day not only
« pure'and refined plefchttrt for residents am)
visitors of the National Metropolis, but 'haVe
accomplished'something' useful in Vhe develop/
ment of American genius.

I Mil gentlemen, with great respect and re¬
gard.

Your Obedient Servant,
W. \\. CORCORAN.

After th© reading «>f Mr. Corcoran*n
letter Mr. Carlisle handed to Mr. Cor¬
coran the letter,, which follow a:

WASHINGTON, 1). C., May 10, 1S«».
To Ww. W. ror»-ora». Es«i.

Dear Air: We have accepted tlie trusts con¬
fided to um by your deed of this date in the
formal manner indicated by the deed itself.
But we desire individually aud collectively to

add the expression of our personal appreciation
ft the privilege of endeavoring efficiently to
administer such an iMtitstidii projected spon-
taucously by your liberal mind and securely
founded by your munffkence.

While we cannot doubt that, nt leaat in the
time of our successors, all your ,anCMpatten»
will be realiaed, we sincerely tope that you
may yonrself live to enjoy tbe high and pure
gratitcatton of witnessing tbe complete imv
cess of your generous intenttana.
With great renpect and wnrm regard.

We iwmnin very truly yours.
The letter was .signed by all those

mentioned as being present In Mr.
Corcoran's library.

# * » *

Tlie deed to the trustees was re¬
corded May IS. IMS, and may be
found In l*iber D, No. t, folio 2S4 et
se<|.. of the land records of Washing¬
ton. A11 act of Congress incorporat¬
ing the trustees of the Corcoran Gal¬
lery of Art "and for other purposes,"
was approved May 24, 1171 The
Kambler has before him what he be¬
lieves to be the first catalogue of thet
gallery, and thus showing the paint¬
ings and statuary which constituted
the original Corcoran collection, but
of itilfs at another time.
laying at the hand of the Humbler is

a 1'llppinff from the Jamestown, N. Y.
Journal. It wan written, and weii
written, by a luiiy whoite friendship

(lie Humbler esteeuiB and UqP*'8
mej'it. Sh« tells tItv story of the Cor-*
coiun Art Gallery soon after its open¬
ing1. This lady camo to Washington
ill 1871. She was then u little slip of
a girl. She married the son of u fine
man, of whom at his death it was

written: "The most striking charac¬
teristic of his nature was its quality
of being so well rounded that he was

successful In the realms of business,
of intellect, of aesthetics, llis taste
for literature was pronounced, his In¬
clination toward art still more so.

Travel had set its stamp of wide tol¬
erance upon him. His work as trus¬
tee and president of the Corcoran
Gullery of Art lias been a large con¬

tributory cause to the art knowledge
of the capital and of the nation." The
husband of the lady of whom the
Humbler is now thinking is also a

trustee of the grout gallery, and fol¬
lowing is the little story she wrote
to the folk back home:

WASHINGTON, 1). C..
February «. 1KT4.

Dear Journal The people * of this
city have lately received from the
munificent hand of Mr. W. W. Cor¬
coran a most delightful gift In the
shape of an art gallery.a gift whose
value is not merely for the present,
but which will remain with us and
increase from year to year. This is
only one of the many public benefac¬
tions which Mr. Corcoran has be¬
stowed upon the city, but it is per¬
haps the one which will be the most
thoroughly appreciated and enjoyed
by all. The building which lias been
orectcd for this purpose it< situated
on the corner of Pennsylvania avenue
and 17th street. It. is of brick and
brown stone combined and is one of
the most beautiful and symmetrical
edifices in the city. There is but one
entrance opening into the main hall,
or vestibule, which contains the grand
marble staircase. Doors on either
side of the stairs open into saloons
which are to receive the sculpture,
vases, casts, etc. Passing to the
left and through the office of the
trustees and superintendent, the vis¬
itor enters the first saloon, the only
one on this fioor which contains any¬
thing at present. Here the most
prominent objects are four, vases, each
in its way an exquisite specimen of
art. The first is of majoiicaware, or

faience, and is four feet in height.
It is mounted on a pedestal of Ameri¬
can walnut and is covered with de¬
signs of peacocks, foliage and (low¬
ers, both delicate and .gorgeous. The
other vases are very beautiful specU
mens of French painting on porce¬
lain and the designs are of cupids,
fawns, flowers, etc. In the middle
of this room Is a valuable collection
of the bronzes of Bayre, the celebrated
models of animals and repti.es at the
.lardin des Plantea, Paris. None of
these bronzes exceed two and a half
feet In length, while many are only
a few inches high. The variety of
these figures is astonishing. Here
are bears, lions, tigers, crocodiles, n
dying stag beset by hounds, horses,
eagles, dogs and, in fact, almost every
form of animal life iB represented
with marvelous skill. In the same
room is the famous Hildesheln col¬
lection of Roman antiquities, discov¬
ered in Saxony a.id reproduced in
France. The domestic utensils are
of perfectly symmetrical form and
ornamented in the most artistic Jltyie.
The vessels are of silver, and on some
the figures stand out in such bold
relief, as. to seem, almost .^fcelacbedfrom the mala surface. Among these
trophies Is a huge 'Cfei'mah drinking
flagon of the eleventh century, which
was disentombed with the other rel¬
ics. A life-sizo bust of Commodore
Mo-ris completes the collection in this
room.
ii.e great hall of sculpture, which Is

empty at present, is also situated on
the ground floor. It is one hundred
feet In length and Is admirably adaptsed to the display of sculpture and
statuary, with which It will In time
be tiled. The copies of the well re-
noTTiied Elgin marbles, which are in¬
tended to adorn this noble apartment,have recently arrived In New York,from whence they will be shipped di¬
rectly to Washington, and we mayhope to behold, ere long, these exact
reproductions of the wonderful bas-
rellevoa with which Pliideas and his
pupils adorned the pediment of theParthenon. Returning now to the
front door, by which we entered, we
observe on each aide of the stair¬
way a bust mounted on a pillar of
Scotch granite. That on the left, of
colossal size, is a marble Napoleonby Canova, copied from his celebrated
statue in the Brera Gallery at Milan,where the Kins of Italy is represented
as Mercury, holding a scepter in his
hand. Out of the block of marble
taken from under the outstretched arm
of the statue Canova chiseled the
"Venufl Vlctri*," one of the chief
Venusea of the world, tor which the
beautiful Pauline Bonaparte did not
object to be modeled, "because," as
she remarked to an astonished friend,"the room was delightfully warm."
The bust opposite Napoleon t Is of
Alexander von Humboldt and was
modeled for Mr. Corcoran by Hauch,
the greatest of German sculptors.
Hunifcotdt, while Prussian minister at
Rome, was a patron of Ranch, who
was at that time studying hla art in
the Eternal city, and who afterward
Iwcame an intimate friend of the
great baron. The face la kindly, pleas¬
ing and thoughtful. Every Him Is per¬
fectly chiseled, and. with tile excep-
t ion of the ''Greek Hlf.ve." fa the fneflt.piece of sculpture In the collection'.
Before ua now Is the grand staircase
leading to the great gallery of paint¬
ings. which contains much more ot in-,
lerest than the room wo have already
visited. As we have already consumed
loo much time and space In examining
the ground floor, we will reserve the.
desertptIon of the paintings until
some future oceastern, '


